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ceived the grandiose idea of uniting the Muslims of
Northern Africa into one brotherhood, wherein
religious and political interests were common to all.
He preached, in fact, Pan-Islamism, In course of
time the Senussi lost some of their founder's fervour,
and established relations with the outer and non-
Islamic world. They began to trade. Sid Ahmed,
the leader of the sect at the outbreak of war, by
repute was both enlightened and honest. He was on
friendly terms with the Egyptian -and the Sudan
Government, and maintained a representative in
Alexandria, who as late as July 1915 was corresponding
with British military authority in Egypt.

Although peace formally existed between Italy and
Turkey since 1913, two years later Ottoman troops
were still in the interior of Cyrenaica, the province
which marches with the western boundary of Egypt.
But the Italians possessed the coastline, and thus
prevented the Senussi, whom they regarded as friendly
to the Turks, from trading with their chief market,
Constantinople. During the summer of 1915 German
and Turkish officers joined the Senussi, exhorting
them to strike at England, the enemy of Islam,
through Egypt. But Sid Ahmed hesitated. He had
no quarrel with the British, and no particular affection
for Germans. He temporized, therefore, expecting an
offer from the former, and a substantial sum of money
paid down in 1915 without condition doubtless would
have secured the neutrality of the Sheikh. Such
a compromise hardly appealed to Italy, also an inter-
ested party. The Senussi were a thorn in her side,
and she would rejoice if Great Britain boldly plucked
it out. While the latter Power was pondering over
the point, Germany and Turkey stepped into the
breach. Arms, ammunition, and money were sent
from Constantinople, and Sid Ahmed was persuaded
into action.